
BBC Local Radio is crucial for rural areas – so 
support it, urges CLA 

  
Widely discussed proposals that the BBC is considering reducing its local 
radio output to two shows a day – breakfast and drive time - have been 
described by rural business watchdog, The CLA, as a loss to communities and 
a setback to communications in the countryside.  
  
The CLA believes that local radio brings isolated communities together as well as 
being a source of information and entertainment that networked national radio would 
struggle to fill. 
  
CLA East Midlands director Andrew Shirley said: “BBC local radio helps people to 
feel part of their community, but if the proposals, as reported, were to go ahead, the 
local day-time programmes would simply disappear. This would be a loss to all those 
who spend hours without any other contact – new mothers, the elderly and disabled 
people.  
  
“With localism so high on the Government’s agenda programmes on BBC local radio 
must surely be safeguarded.” 
  
The loss of a local information source, especially in times of crisis when printed 
media may not be able to get through is another cause for great concern.   
  
“Our countywide stations are the first port of call for many during an emergency, for 
local news, weather and traffic news, and they fulfil this role well,” says Mr Shirley. 
  
“Frequently the rural areas are the first to lose power supplies and in any case 
cannot depend on a reliable internet connection. In times of crisis with no power, 
radio is often the only medium still working, in vehicles or via battery or clockwork 
radios. 
  
“Crises do not occur at convenient times, and radio can often be the only source of 
current information. Just last winter constantly updated bulletins on school closures 
prevented many unnecessary and unsafe journeys. 
  
“BBC local stations in our region have also shown their worth during flood threat – 
indeed standing instructions to inhabitants in flood-prone areas is to listen to local 
radio. During major incidents listeners are able to get updates as and when they 
happen.”  
  
The BBC has said that the proposal is only an idea, but Mr Shirley suggests that if 
everyone shouts loud enough the rural voice will be heard and the decision makers 
will be convinced of the distinctive value of local radio. “We cannot tell the BBC 
where it should make its cuts, but we can try to ensure that informed decisions are 
made. 
  
“BBC local radio frequently campaigns for so many causes – but when it comes to 
defending itself the rules don’t allow it to do so. 



  
“So though there is not even a public consultation yet, I want to urge everyone to 
take every opportunity to make local views known. The CLA will be writing to the 
BBC Trust emphasising all these important points.” 
  
In 2010, the total operating expenditure for the 40 BBC Local Radio stations in 
England was £137.7 million –  just 3.2 pence a user hour - and together they 
produced more than 240,000 hours of output. 
  
Make your views known and write to BBC Trust Unit, 180 Great Portland Street, 
London, W1W 5QZ or email: trust.enquiries@bbc.co.uk  
  
CLA MEDIA CONTACT  
  
Tim Barnes-Clay, CLA Media Relations Manager (Midlands), 07702 926696, 
tim.barnesclay@cla.org.uk 
  
Out of hours: Tel: 020 7201 9511 
  
NOTES TO EDITORS 
  

1.    For information about the BBC Consultation Delivering Quality First, see 
 www.bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc/therealstory/delivering_quality_first.shtml 
  

2. The Country Land and Business Association (CLA) has around 35,000 members.   
  

3. For more information about the CLA, visit: www.cla.org.uk or follow us on Twitter 
http://twitter.com/CLAtweets 
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